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MVWC
Walk for Life
Saturday,
May 14, 2022
10:00 Check-in
10:45 Walk Program

SouthBrook
Christian Church
9095 Washington Church Rd.
Miamisburg, OH 45342
It’s our 40th anniversary! We praise God for all the ways He has guided, provided for, and
expanded this ministry for His glory! Why have we continued in ministry for 40 years, and why do we
intend to do so for as long as the Lord tarries? Because unborn babies are worth it. Women,
men, and families are worth it. Students are worth it. And the gospel is worth it!
This year, we’re seeking to raise $275,000 through the Walk for Life. This annual fundraiser is a
fun way to support the work of MVWC while also connecting with other Christians who share
your passion for life.
We know the overturn of Roe v. Wade is possible; we also know the demand for abortions is not
going to decrease. We will need to adjust our strategy to reach even more women and reach them
even faster, before they rush to an abortion. All Walk funds raised will help us continue to save
unborn babies and provide free programs and services to women and men in crisis.
Would you like to be an Underwriter and be listed on our Walk t-shirt? Just go to
miamivalleywomenscenter.org and click on “Donate Today.” Underwriting begins at $500.
Want to learn how to raise funds and get your church involved? Join us for Kickoff!
• In person: Tuesday, March 15, 7–8 pm, Lifepointe Church
(4555 Marshall Rd., Kettering)
• Virtual: Thursday, March 17, 7-8 pm via Zoom
Here are some more details you need to know:
• Go to miamivalleywomenscenter.org to learn how to become a Sponsored Walker
or sponsor a Walker.
• Earn prizes when you raise $300, $500, or $1000!
• C an’t attend the Walk? Watch the program live at 10:45 am on our Partners
Facebook page!
For more information about underwriting and to register for Kick-Off, contact Jeni at 937-298-9998,
ext. 1111, or jeni.newman@womenscenter.org. Can’t wait to see you on May 14 at SouthBrook!
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STATISTICS
January 2022
Pregnancy Tests: 111
Ultrasounds: 99
Chose Life: 85
Spiritual Discussions: 168
Gospel Shared: 34
Total Client Visits: 351
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A Letter from the Executive Director
In 1980, two Christian women, Jo Anne Rohrer and Debi Sayer, were
watching Whatever Happened to the Human Race. In that video, Francis
Schaeffer said, “If we are going to say abortion is wrong, we need to reach
out in love and compassion and help these women who are in crisis pregnancies.” Jo Anne and Debi were compelled to action and the first Miami
Valley Women’s Center (MVWC) opened in 1982 on East Dorothy Lane.
I was recently looking at photos from those early days and was amazed by
how much has changed — hairstyles, clothing, décor, technology, the numSheri Lawson
ber of locations we have, and the expanded services we are now providing.
But one thing that has not changed is the core of who we are as an organization — our primary
motivation is still to reach out in love and compassion and help those who are facing unexpected pregnancies.
Our 40th anniversary is happening during an interesting time in our country, as the Supreme Court is
expected to make a decision in the next few months on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which has the potential of overturning Roe v. Wade. So many of us have prayed so long for this
day, and should it happen it will be a day of great celebration! But that does not mean that there will
no longer be a need for MVWC’s services.
Because as wonderful as it would be for that law to change, it will not automatically change the
hearts, mindsets, or actions that are prevalent in our country. Women will still want abortions
and those desperate enough will find a way to have one. And I don’t think it will be hard for them to
find a way. When the Texas law went into effect, I did a quick Google search and within 10 minutes,
I found a pharmacy willing to ship the abortion pill to an address in Texas without a prescription.

Co-founder Jo Anne Rohrer
circa 1998

What will happen to Miami Valley Women’s Center if Roe v. Wade is overturned? First, we will celebrate; and then we will pivot and
be ready to meet the needs of people in crisis in our community. But that will only happen with your support.
We appreciate all you have done to
make 40 years of ministry possible
and look forward to our continued
partnership.
In Christ’s service,
Sheri Lawson
Executive Director

40

1982-2022

YEARS of
VALUING LIFE

Worth it!

P.S. We’re planning a 40th Anniversary
celebration on June 24 at Patterson Park
Church. Stay tuned for further details!

Sharing Gifts and the True Meaning of Christmas
This past holiday season, God showed His faithfulness through you as 102 client families were blessed
by the Adopt-a-Family Christmas outreach. Through the purchase and wrapping of gifts for their
children, our clients saw a picture of Jesus and His loving kindness. We shared with each client the true
meaning of Christmas, and for one dear client, it was the very first time she had ever heard the story of
the birth of Jesus. Six clients trusted Jesus as Lord and Savior, three rededicated their lives to
Christ, and thirty-seven clients signed up for one-on-one Spiritual Support. Additionally, several
sponsors chose to “adopt an unborn child”; and future moms, dads, and babies who have yet to come
through our doors will benefit from those “unborn child” gifts. The Lord once again brought much fruit
through this annual outreach, and we give Him praise!
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Thank you to our 2021 Gala Sponsors!
Benefactor of Life — $5,000
Anonymous

Phillip & Pamela Black

Teresa Hennen, Realtor, LLC

Champion of Life — $2,500
Anonymous
2-J Supply Co.
93.7 The Light WFCJ
& Hope 100.7 WEEC

Centerville Service Center
& East David Automotive
Dan & Sally Evans
Jack & Carolyn Ewig
Good Comma Editing, LLC

Drs. Allen & Roberta Hye
George & Jane Martin
Dr. Patrick & Kim Oliver
Russ Hadick & Associates, Inc.
Barbara Temple

Defender of Life — $1,000
Anonymous
Advanced OB/GYN Care of SW Ohio:
William R. Dorsey, DO
Trisha Pachiano, DO
Beacon Insurance Agency,
Pete & Kathy Avnaim
Andy & Beth Black
Terry & Sharon Kay Black
Bon Builders, Inc., Dana V. Shoup, AIA
Centerville Community Church
Christian Blue Pages
Christian Life Center
Clearcreek Chapel

Dr. Steven & Vicky Conover
Customformed Products
Dean’s Plumbing
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Fairview Church
Jim & Cindy Good
Grace Christian Fellowship/Dayton
Curtis & Carolyn High
Chris & Cassie Hill
Honaker Hayes Wealth Management
Dr. & Mrs. James
& Martina Knowles
Koinos Church/Troy

John & Barbara Korb
Dr. & Mrs. Randy Marriott
Mayor Robin & Mr. Scott Oda
Logan & Cassie Pals
Dan & Kathy Raisch
Dr. Steve & Susan Sato
Jack Schaefer
Gary & Heather Schoettmer
Sonshine Commercial Cleaning
Springboro Baptist Church
Victory Church/Fairborn
Drs. John & Connie Vitaliti
Dr. Bill & Marly Wilson

Guardian of Life — $500
Anonymous
In Loving Memory of Nancy McLaughlin,
the Baldschun Family, & Precious One
In Loving Memory of Richard Shaffer
Carolyn R. Armstrong
Chuck & Garnet Bristol
Doug & Sharon Brook
Jerry & Diana Caldwell
Charis Ministry
The Covenant at Sugar Grove
Dean’s Landscaping
The Dunaway Family
Steve & Kirstin English
Faith and Friends Radio

Faith Baptist Church/Beavercreek
First Church of Christ/Xenia
Tom Hawkins
Mark & Maria Holbrook
Jeff & Amber Hole
Huber Heights First Baptist Church
Sherry Hylton, Usborne Books & More
The Jergens Family
Adam & Jessica Josefczyk
Jim & Esther Lindgren
Roy & Sharon Maxwell
Ron & Linda Miller
Donald & Tojuan Minus
Elias & Faye Moreno
New Covenant Community Church

Northern Hills Christian Church
Patterson Park Church
M. Jennifer Reno
Roberson Law
Salley Auction Services, LLC
Robert & Lauren Shepherd
Shoup Landscape Solutions
Sovereign Grace Church/Dayton
Lowell & Leny Tenpas
Dan & Patti Tubbs
Ryan & Megan Wagner, WealthWave
Michael & Amanda Wilkinson
Mitch & Lori Wolff
Greg & Sandy Workman
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We were so blessed to gather with
550 of our pro-life friends at the
2021 Gala to celebrate the work
God is doing through the Miami Valley
Women’s Center and raise funds
to start the new fiscal year strong.

We praise God that you put your
love into action to help us raise

over $500,000!

Volunteer Jackie shares about the Spiritual Support
program during the Ministry Tour

Volunteer Sara shares about the Abortion Recovery Ministry

View from the balcony of the beautiful Eichelberger Pavilion

Development Director, Brian Shaffer, and Executive Director,
Sheri Lawson, pictured with our keynote speaker, Bob Reccord

Save the Date!

Our 2022 Gala will be held on
October 21 in the Great Hall
at Sinclair Conference Center.
The Miami Valley Women’s Center Governing Board
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“My connection with God grew greater than I ever thought possible.”
I first heard about the MVWC through my sister who thought it best to get a second opinion
after having two pregnancy tests come out as positive. We looked up locations, services, and
hours and went in for a test. I remember feeling distraught at the results and hesitant about
going in. I was scared about what this could mean for my future if I was indeed expecting and
worried about feeling judgment for my situation and circumstances.
My first impression going in was how nice and clean the waiting room was. My second was
the staff — they were absolutely incredible and welcoming. I began to feel much more at
ease with my decision to come in. From there I was tested, and the test was positive. Next an
ultrasound was conducted where it was found that I was approximately six weeks along. I was
asked if I wanted to discuss options and I agreed. Another staff member shared information
about my options moving forward and the programs offered at MVWC. We prayed and I went
home to consider all I had learned.
Lili with her mentor, Lisa

After weeks of hard thought, I decided I was going to have the baby and raise it on my own. I
recalled being told about the classes I could take at MVWC and the help I could receive from the classes, so I went in again to see how soon I
could start. I began having classes with my mentor on Tuesdays. Together we discussed what it was I thought I needed help with most and we
customized my classes accordingly. Within the ten weeks, my knowledge expanded immensely and my connection with God grew greater
than I ever thought possible. Since then I’ve done all that I can to continue to grow my knowledge and my connection with the Lord.
I have to thank MVWC for bringing me closer to the Lord and for the miracles I’ve seen unfold in my life as a result. Through God
I’ve been given opportunities I never thought possible. I’ve been able to heal old relationships, I’m no longer homeless and I have an amazing
job. Not only that, but my mindset itself has changed for the better. I seriously cannot give enough props to MVWC for all they’ve
helped me learn and achieve. Since completing the MOMs program, I’ve shared my experience and recommended the MVWC to all I’ve
come across - whether they be in similar situations or could use the benefits of the other programs/resources the MVWC has to offer.

“I’m so excited to bring a new life into this world!”
When I took a pregnancy test and it came back positive, my boyfriend Thomas and I panicked.
We asked his mom for help, and she pointed us to the Miami Valley Women’s Center. We
arrived at the North Dayton center filled with fear and apprehension; however, the support
and encouragement we found through the parenting programs made such a difference.
I was scared at the thought of becoming a mother for the first time. I had so many questions,
but my mentor made sure all my questions were answered. I could talk to her about anything
going on in my life! I will always appreciate what she did for us!
Thomas changed his priorities, started working more and saving money, and found us a new
place to live. Even after completing the 10-week MOMs and DADs programs, we still wanted
to continue learning more. We got married, and our baby girl is due in May. I’m so excited
to bring a new life into this world with the man I love!

Marlen and Thomas on their wedding day

We were both nervous and afraid when we first came to the center, but with the lessons and sessions we had with our
mentors, we feel more confident and ready to face this together.

“God knew where to send me when my faith was tested the most.”
This program helped me with a testimony. I’ve learned to forgive, pray, start healing, and trust in my faith. I enjoyed
me and my advocate’s time together, the prayer, homework, and the scriptures! I read a book that helped me with
my anxiety. I went through so much during my time at the Center. I lost my job, my father-in-law died, my husband
was questioning his faith, all while still raising our 4-year-old. My advocate gave me words of healing and her
prayers moved me more than she knows. I’m now working and preparing for delivery of my baby. I am a better
wife, mom, and person after these classes. God knew where to send me when my faith was tested
the most. I’m forever grateful.
Shaconna
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Staff Spotlight: Suzanne McNeil, Xenia Nurse Sonographer
Suzanne is one of the amazing nurses on our medical team. She received her Bachelors of Science
in Nursing from Wright State University, then worked at Children’s Medical Center for fifteen years.
After serving as a volunteer for six years, Suzanne joined our staff in 2018.
As a Nurse Sonographer, she conducts pregnancy tests and ultrasounds and talks to the clients one
on one. Suzanne says, “I enjoy providing a listening ear to those who come in and then giving them
a sneak peek at the new little life they carry inside of them! Performing the ultrasound is the highlight for me as I get to show the mother her baby and that little beating heart! I have seen many
women cry the minute they see that heartbeat. That never gets old! I love the opportunity
to serve the women who walk through our doors! We always ask if we can pray for our clients
before they leave. This has also resulted in many special moments, as many women say
no one has ever prayed for them before. I have seen the Lord work through a simple prayer!”
Suzanne is so grateful for Paul, her husband of 37 years, who has been her biggest encourager in
any ministry she has undertaken. They have three adult children and nine grandchildren. She is
incredibly blessed by our staff and volunteers, many of whom became prayer partners and burden
bearers as her grandson, Weston, received a bone marrow transplant last year.
Her co-workers say, “Suzanne has faced many personal crises — including her house being hit
by a tornado! — but she still comes to work every scheduled shift. She is dependable and has
such a heart for this ministry. She brings a high level of wisdom, maturity, and expertise to her
position, making her an invaluable member of our team.”

Top Volunteer Needs
All four centers:

Male and female client advocates

North Dayton Center:

A Favorite Passage:
"I thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you,
I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this,
that He who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:3-5

Volunteer Orientation
June 4, 2022
October 1, 2022

Sonographer
Resource volunteers
Quarterly cleaning crew

Volunteer Orientations are held
on a Saturday from 9 am – 5 pm
Location TBA

Student Outreach:

Male and female volunteers

Applications are due 3 weeks
before Orientation.

We have an array of volunteer
opportunities! Not all require training.

For more information, call Kim
at (937) 298-9998, ext. 1108.

Required Disclaimers from Virginia and Florida
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF C
 ONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352)WITHIN THE STATE (OF FLORIDA).
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE (OF FLORIDA).
A Financial statement is available upon written request from the Office of
C onsumer Affairs (in Virginia).

